especially the disappointment that she could not raise her niece, Freda, expose the special demands and vulnerabilities of a single woman at the time. Wilbur's frequent complaints about the military bureaucracy in Alexandria, Virginia, and about certain male leaders in relief efforts exposes the discriminatory attitude toward female leadership of relief efforts and the racism directed toward black refugees. Wilbur's observations of the "slave pens" and soldiers' use of "shower bath" punishments administered to some refugees in Alexandria ultimately drove her to lodge an official complaint against the military (p.128). Little changed at the end of the war. 
